Abstract
Introduction
Identity ''a self-structure -an internal, self-constructed, dynamic organization of drives, abilities, beliefs, and individual history'' (Marcia, 1980, p. 109) has gained an influential attention in hundreds of cross sectional research studies each focusing on different manifestation of identity construction and emphasizing social, cultural , religious, political, and psychological distinctiveness. The focus on self exploration and self commitment of young and late adolescents' identity formation incorporating by social, parental, educational, cultural, and psychological changes extended after Erikson's stages (1950 Erikson's stages ( , 1968 ) and Marcia's statuses (1966 Marcia's statuses ( , 1980 of identity construction and development. They theorized and applied ego identity stages and statuses among young and late adolescents _a critical period in which senses of growth, individuation, connectedness, and affirmed commitment and exploration take place. Waterman (1982) acknowledged that the nature of the social expectations related to identity choices arising within the family, the schools, and the peer group will contribute to the particular identity development pathways employed but among substantial studies deployed on timing, direction, development, antecedent conditions, age, and gender differences on identity formation, (Bang, 2002; Bradley & Matsukis, 2000; Knafo et al 2004; Kumru & Thompson, 2003;  but more poor application of stressful concept tasks was observed. Beginning in the 1970s Waterman and Geary and Waterman (1974) in longitudinal investigations found the identity achievement and moratorium statuses to increase and the foreclosure and diffusion statuses to decrease in frequency over time across both vocational and ideological domains. Waterman (1999) summarizes identity statuses in nomological net in the following important patterns:
(1) Identity achievers typically score higher than others on measures of (a) Loevinger's ego stages, (b) principled moral reasoning, (c) cultural sophistication, and (d) intimacy, and score lower than those in other statuses on (e) psychiatric problems. (2) Moratoriums typically score higher than other statuses on measures of (a) anxiety and (b) conflict with parents and score lower than those in other statuses on (c) authoritarianism and (d) psychological well-being. (3) Foreclosures score higher on (a) authoritarianism, (b) familial attachment, (c) conventional moral reasoning, and (d) conformity and score lower on (e) anxiety. (4) Individuals in the identity diffusion status score higher on measures of (a) pre conventional moral reasoning and (b) the isolate intimacy status and lower on measures of (c) Loevinger's ego stages and (d) measures of early psychosocial development.
According to Bradley and Matsukis (2000) , young diffused and moratorium people have a high propensity towards reckless pursuits. They included a reckless behavior scale activities like involvement in drug use and drink driving closest among university students. Majority of diffused and moratorium respondents affirmed some involvement in marijuana smoking. Achieved and foreclosed participants addressed religion as a reason for abstaining from such behaviors. Schwartz and Cote and Arnett (2005) realized that commitment differed between the default and developmental individualization clusters and the diffuse/avoidant identity was higher in default individualization, and indices of diffusion and moratorium were highest in default individualization. They also found that in both the ideological and interpersonal domain clusters, diffusion, foreclosure, and moratorium scores were higher in the default individualization whereas achievement in the developmental cluster. Crocettia and Rubinib and Meeus (2008) designed an identity model comprised of three dimensions: commitment, in-depth exploration and reconsideration of commitment among 1952 adolescents. They found that commitment was related to in-depth exploration, and the latter was positively related to reconsideration of commitment that was positively related to self-concept clarity, extroversion and emotional stability. Berzonsky and Cieciuch and Duriez and Soenens (2011) , designed identity styles scale and found that an informational style relates to independence and autonomy. Individuals with a diffuse-avoidant style engage in behaviors as conduct disorders, delinquency, illegal drug use, and alcohol abuse. An informed, rational approach to identity issues was related to being independent and self-governing that exceeded personal pleasure and self-indulgence. Meeus and Iedema and Helsen and Vollebergh (2011) suggested new status of searching moratorium in their scale while asserting that this status showed lower levels of depressive symptoms than moratoriums in the early-to-middle adolescent and achievers and early closures showed the highest levels of adjustment while moratoriums lacked strong commitments and had a high level of depressive symptoms.
It is important to notify that Bennion and Adams ' (1986) , and recent Meeus et al.'s (2011) and Berzonsky et al.'s (2011) identity questionnaires were numerously used by different researchers but there were two different reasons that made us design the new identity scale. The first and the main reason was that we observed significant socio -cultural and religious differences between these questionnaires' items and Iranian culture. Secondly, these questionnaires were designed to identify specific measures as in-depth exploration, reconsideration of commitment, and informational inventory scale which were not the main objectives of this study. Taking these into account, this study determines to identify two goals. First goal was to validate the new designed identity status scale suggested by the researchers among male and female students of public school and English Institutes via Structural Equation Modeling (SEM). The second goal was to explore age, gender, and the settings' differences considering Marcia's four identity statuses-foreclosure, diffusion, moratorium, and identity achievement.
Methodology

Research Method
To investigate young adolescents' identity statues, adolescents' commitment to home culture, the site influencing adolescents enrichment or derichment in EFL classrooms, this study attempted to provide some quantitative and qualitative methods.
Participants
This study was performed on 296 male and female students of public schools (144 males, 152 females) and 224 private language institutes' students (102 males, 122 females) with the age range of 15-18 in Ahvaz. The rationale of selecting this age range was the adolescents' uncertainties and vagueness about their status between the age ranges of 15-17 (Arnnet, 1992) . Since the age range of Iranian public school students are 15-18, the age range 18 was added to the study. Public schools contain homogeneous students with the fixed age range of 15 to 18, and heterogeneous students with variety of age ranges could be observed in the private English institutes due to the policy of admitting the students on the basis of their adequate English level proficiency. On account of this limitation, different methods of sampling were administrated: The public school students were randomly chosen by selecting odd or even numbers of the students written in the classroom formal notebooks. The English institutes students, on the other hand, were chosen nonrandomly by administrating the questionnaire among large number of language learners to acquire the exact age range of 15-18. The foretold reason and excluding the unanswered questionnaire came out with 520 questionnaires out of 1000 participants in more than two semesters.
Instrumentation
Inspired by Adams (1998); Bennion and Adams (1986), and Berzonsky et al.'s (2011) questionnaires on identity statuses, the new scale of identity was designed by authors to measure the students' identity statuses in two settings of public schools and private English institutes. The scale comprises 25 items and is a multiple choice scale . Focusing on Marcia's (1966) identity statuses, the scoring was specified as (1) Diffusion; (2) Foreclosure; (3) Moratorium, and (4) Identity achievement. To explore the reliability of the scale, Cronbach's Alpha was deployed and the reliability was calculated as .83. Conducting SEM via LISREL program ended with significant fit indices affirming the construct validity of the scale.
Procedure
In this study, two stages were conducted respectively. First stage was to design ISS and then apply it in two settings of public school and private English institutes. The second stage of the study comprised validating the scale and analyzing the data that itself incorporated three major phases:
In designing the items of the scale, the most practiced issues in Iranian social interpersonal, cultural, religious, and political topics were taken into consideration. The couple of experts examined the wording of the scale to maintain the clarity. Each item implied one of the four identity statuses-diffusion, foreclosure, moratorium, and identity achievement. The data collection initiated in December 2013 first in public schools and with a month interval in English institutes. 15 to 20 minutes was scheduled to answer the scale. Since the questionnaire is a multiple choice scale and each item presents one of the four identity statuses, the students were instructed to choose the choice that best demonstrates their identity. Confidentiality of the results of the scale was assured by the researchers.
Analyzing the results of the scale as the second stage of the study, comprised three phases respectively. In the first phase, the overall reliability of the scale questions as well as the internal reliability of the latent variables were identified through Cronbach alpha. The Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy (KMO) and Barlett's Test of Sphericity were used to distinguish the suitability of the scale items. Correlation matrix for coefficients and Monte Carlo Principal Component Analysis (PCA) were employed to specify parallel analysis of the scale's items. Varimax with Kaiser PCA orthogonal rotation for normalization and the Scree test diagram were used to distinguish the exact number of latent variables and their statements. In the second phase of this study, a process of SEM was used via LISREL program version 8 to recognize the construct validity of the identity status scale. In the third phase of the analysis, the multivariate normality, Mahalanobis distances and multivariate outliners were calculated. Then Chi-square test was run to identify the significant differences between the scale's underlying factors. Moreover, MANOVA was run to observe the relationship between the independent variables (age, gender, and school) and the underlying factors.
Results
Reliability of the Questionnaire
To assess the reliability of the identity status questionnaire, Cronbach's Alpha was deployed and the reliability of the 25 items was estimated as .839. None of the items were excluded since the reliability of each factor (see Table 1 ) ranged from .76 to .82. 
Construct validity
To assess the suitability of the questionnaire's factors, the Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy (KMO) and Barlett's Test of Sphericity was calculated along with the correlation matrix for coefficients of .3. As it is observed in Table 2 , the result of (KMO) value is above .6 and it is .82 and the Barlett's Test of Sphericity value is significant (p= .00) and it strongly contributes to the suitability of the factor model. .000
Principal Component Analysis (PCA) extracted 6 factors with eigenvalues greater than 1.0. The results achieved through Scree test diagram (see Figure 1 ) provided an appropriate four factor solution of the groupings in questionnaires items.
Figure 1. Scree Test for distinguishing the number of factors
To obtain the exact number of factors and their statements, Varimax with Kaiser PCA orthogonal rotation for normalization, shown in Table 3 was run. Since all Random Eigenvalues were larger than the criterion value in parallel analysis (see Table 4 ), and the result of Varimax for normalization is mostly .4 to .7, we could retain all the four factors consisting of 5, 10, 5, 5 items respectively. The four factors were distinguished as 'religious identity', 'social interpersonal identity', 'cultural identity' and 'political identity'. You can see the identity status scale's all four factors and their items in Table 5 . 
SEM
To analyze the internal interaction between the scale's four factors, the model demonstrated in Figure 2 was represented. When converging the four factors in LISREL program, semi identical relationship was revealed between social interpersonal and religious factor and social interpersonal and political factor. Cultural and political factors displayed a negative correlation (see Figure 2 ).
Figure 2. Model of Interaction between Underlying Factors
The questionnaires' factors were analyzed through LISREL program and different model fit indices were calculated. The most common calculated fit indices were goodness of fit (GFI), Normed fit index (NFI), Incremental fit index (IFI), Comparative fit index, Tucker Lewis index (TLI) and the root mean square error of approximation (RMESA). Since the result of all indices were significant with Chi-square divided by degree of freedom less than 3, RMSEA that less than .05, CFI, GFI, and NFI which were more than .90, the factor analysis was strongly appropriate and validated (see Table 6 ). 
Questionnaire Results
First to test multivariate normality, Mahalanobis distances and multivariate outliners were calculated. Since the Mahalanobis distance was 19.9 and all extreme values in multivariate outliners were extremely smaller than this distance, all cases retained in the data file. Then Chi-square test was run to explore the significant differences between the study's four latent variables-religious, social interpersonal, cultural, and political factors. Finally, MANOVA was run to observe the relationship between our independent variables (age, gender, and school) and different identity statuses factorsreligious status, social interpersonal status, cultural status, and political status-among the male and female students of the two settings. The Chi-square result of the four identity statuses revealed a harsh decline of religious identity status in comparison with other three factors (see Table 6 ). Regarding mean scores in two settings of public schools and English institutions, male and female students scored higher in perceiving the four statues in English institutes in comparison with public schools. Moreover, females reported higher levels of social interpersonal and cultural identity statuses than males in both settings (see Table 9 ) As it is seen in Table 8 , participants appeared to be moratorium and identity achievers at social interpersonal status. Regarding political and religious identity, participants appeared to be foreclosures, diffusions and moratoriums. Females estimated higher than males in manifesting identity achievement and moratorium status in social interpersonal status. Table 9 ) Table 10 ). Since the frequency tables considering age and gender differences in public schools and English institutes were too long to display and also some items were almost identical in representing certain identity statuses, it was determined to display the most significant frequencies of some items in Tables 11 to 15 . The frequency result of life style value in social interpersonal identity revealed no significant differences between the settings of the study_ public schools and English institutes_ whereas considerable gender and age differences were observed considering this value. Males at the age range of 15 and 16, displayed diffusion status in both settings whereas females at the same age range were both moratorium and identity achievers(see Table 11 ). As it is seen in Table 11 , females represented more of moratorium and identity achievement statuses at the age range 17 and 18, while males' almost even frequency of diffusion and identity achievement statuses appeared more critical in both settings. The frequency result of gender differences considering religious ceremonies and other religions (in religious identity) revealed significant age differences in both settings (see Table 12 ). While females' identity statuses fluctuated between diffusion and foreclosure statuses at the age range 15 to 16, males' diffusion identity status was more significant at the given age range in both setting . At the age 18, a significant increase in frequency result of identity achievement status was formed in both males and females of public schools. Diffusion appeared to be the second high frequency for males and moratorium for females. But age did not result in any change in English institutions. Females still represented diffusion and foreclosure at the age 17 and 18 and males displayed diffusion and moratorium at the same age range. 
RISS= Religious Identity Status
Regarding cultural identity, significant differences were observed in first language, films, and music items in both settings (The close frequency result of these items made us to represent the frequency result of one item in Table 13 ). At the age range 15 to 18, both males appeared to be more moratorium and identity achievers in English institutes. Public school male students appeared to be more diffusion and females more of foreclosure and moratoriums. 
CIS= Cultural Identity Status
As it is seen in Table 14 , the considerable differences between both settings could be observed in international communication value (this item was almost identical with and political issues). Both males and females displayed more diffusion status at the age range 15 to 16 and the frequency result of identity achievement and diffusion statuses remained close at 17 to 18 for males in public schools. Males at English institutes represented more moratorium and identity achievement status at the age range 15 to 18. Females on the other hand, displayed more foreclosure and moratorium status in public school and moratorium and identity achievement in English institutes. 
PIS= Political Identity Status
Regarding social interpersonal identity, significant differences were observed in items as internet, decision making, and job between males and females of public school and English Institutes. Since the frequency results between these items were quite identical, the frequency result of internet was represented in Table 15 . Males displayed diffusion at the age range 15 and 16 in public schools while their counterparts displayed diffusion and identity achievement in English institutes. At the age 17 and 18, males in public school moved toward identity achievement status meanwhile the frequency result of diffusion status remained remarkable. While females appeared to be more of foreclosures and moratoriums in public schools, they displayed more moratorium and identity achievement status in English institutes (see Table 15 ). 
Discussion and Conclusion
This study determined to identify two goals: First to design and apply the identity status scale in public schools and English institutes and attain the reliability and validity of the scale. Second goal was to recognize age, gender and school differences in identity formation of young adolescents considering Marcia's four identity statuses, foreclosure, diffusion, moratorium, and identity achievement. Regarding the first goal of the study, the most pragmatic issues in social interpersonal religious, cultural, and political topics were taken into account to design a new scale and to apply it in two substantial settings of public schools and private English institutes. The results of Cronbach's Alpha, PCA, and Scree test diagram led to a reliable scale with four factor solution of the groupings in questionnaires items. The factors were specified as religious, social interpersonal, cultural, and political identities with 5, 10, 5, and 5 items respectively. SEM was performed through LISREL program to realize the construct validity of the scale. The fitting indexes of GFI, NFI, CFI, RMSEA as were discussed earlier resulted in correlated model and fitting indices. The study's four identities would be analyzed while distinguishing their relationship with Marcia's (1966) identity statuses in the second goal of the study. Considering the second goal of the study that was to recognize the age, gender, and school differences in identity formation of male and females, the four identities were analyzed respectively. Regarding religious identity, in contrast to the most studies which pinpointed the overall status of females being moratorium and identity achievers and males being mostly at the status of diffusion at the process of identity formation (Bradley & Matsukis, 2000; Knafo et al., 2004; Lee et al., 1998; Yunus & Kamal, 2010) , the results of this study revealed that it is the value that determines the representation of a certain identity status. Females at the age of 15 and 16 in both settings indicated foreclosure status in religious sub factors mainly under the influence of their parents and ultimately under the influence of religion and at the age of 17 to 18 displayed more foreclosure and identity achievement statuses in public schools. It was explored that in spite of non-local cultural influence on youngsters, females still hold the collateral relationship with their parents in identifying and forming their commitment to their religious status and similar to the results of some studies, they scored higher than males on measures of religion (Goldstein, 2010; Lippman & Keith, 2005) . Males displayed diffusion status at the ages 15 and 16 and identity achievement at 17 and 18 revealing males' age maturation in attaining religious identity's sub factors. In English institutes, the insignificant dominant effect of home religion on the content of the course books as well as the goals of the students leads to diffusion and foreclosure statuses for both males and females at the given age range resulting in detachment from home religion and attaching to non-local ones. Due to the secularity of the global culture and neglecting religious subjects, holistic consummation and individual entertainment have been promoted (Arnnet, 2002) . This ignorance and the insignificant effect of religion on the identity formation of the individuals may cause diffusion, uncertainty, and distress. When comparing the frequency result of social interpersonal identity items, significant differences were revealed in internet, job, and decision making between the participants of the two settings. Some public school students suffer from English failure resulted in diffusion status in items as internet. Developing the more diffusion status may lead to the less social interpersonal, cultural, and political status. Insufficiency of proficient role model, the socio-economic disappointment (Sandhu & Tung, 2006) as well as demotivation , ignorance, sense of loss, and deprivation (Tomlinson, 1999) are among the barriers that could firmly strengthen diffusion status. Some of English institutes participants' determined decision to designate a job related to EFL or to go abroad to continue their education makes them more vulnerable to foreign countries' culture, customs, and habits presented through the English institutes' course books and internet as well as the non-local powerful media. Though this continued enquiring and self exploration contributes to forming identity achievement and moratorium statuses, it may develop culture shedding eventually (Berry, 1997) . That is to say, individuals who suffer from home detachment while attempting to achieve globalization, observe the extreme contradiction with the local identity, and so casual transformation of local identity to global one occurs.
Considering cultural identity, at the age range of 15 to 18, public school males are diffusions in items as first language and music. This frequent observance of males being at diffusion status could obviously present Erickson's (1963) confusion status leaving individuals with identity crisis. The sense of impermanence (Doku & Asante, 2011) could be distinctly manifested in their inefficacious attitudes in presenting and deciding upon different life issues leading to a null identity. Females were identity achievers and foreclosures to secure their individuation and to adamantine their commitment and authority. The English institutes' participants significant differences with their counterparts in being identity achievers, moratoriums, and a few foreclosures would imply the concept of delocalization (Tomlinson, 1999) where their appetency toward a non-local culture localizes them straightly in the process of identity change. On the other hand, in both settings, few males and most females being at foreclosure and moratorium statuses implied their self exploration, self negotiation (Erickson, 1963) , personal attachment, intimacy to their home culture, and at the same time their detachment to their home legacy. It seems that as adolescents' worldwide awareness in moratorium and identity achievement statuses grows, their 'displacement from home culture' also develops (Arnnet, 2002) . These inconsistent polarization in achieving home attachment and detachment would be resulted from their perception of 'biculturalism' (Tadmor & Tetlock, 2006) when they attempt to preserve their local identity while developing awareness and possible contentment of the global values, customs, experiences, and information. Regarding political identity, the fluctuated frequency result of public school male students between diffusion and moratorium statuses demonstrates the unresolved situation of being at confusion of preserving or fading their home attachment. Accordingly, the significant frequency results of some English institutes' participants in achieving political communication leads to gradual enlargement of nonlocal values, attitudes, and principles. The critical result was the negative convergence between cultural and political status implying the insignificant inclination of some of the participants to political status. Cultural heritage could be observed in ideas, norms, roles, individual feelings, and motives (Trommsdorff, 2012; Yasui & Dishion, 2007) . That is to say, one's objectives, ideology, values, and principles could be organized by cultural heritage. Conversely, in this study, a negative reciprocal correlation was explored between political and cultural statuses. This negative relationship would be the consequence of both the lack of delicate political and cultural clarification in both settings and solid influence of international media on home culture detachment. The media and the political organizations could divulge the broad scope of potential conflicts in adolescents (Coleman, 1992) . This obvious contrast leads to unbalanced performance of individuals toward religious and political statuses ending with eccentric functioning of statuses, and ultimately leading to incongruent nationalism with positive attitudes toward non-local culture (Meja, 2010; Pishghadam, Hashemi, & Bazri, 2013) . Unlike Yunus and Kamal, (2010) who believed in the direct relationship between gender and identity formation classifying most females at moratorium and males at diffusion statuses, the mix representation of identity statuses among males and females in this study revealed the fact that individuals could not be characterized by some marked statuses. It is the momentous circumstance and intense manipulation of certain elements as music, clothes, and internet (face book, twitter) penetrating from non national entourages which entrap the real potential of individuals and inscribe the kind of behavior they represent. The casual detainment of this behavior would cause some psychological disappointment that fades the individuals' local identity at some life stages ending with cultural derichment (Pishghadam & Saboori, 2014) . Some few endeavors that could lessen the ascendancy of non-local identities as the by-product of non-local socialization and reinforce ethnocentrism-that part of individuals' self-concept and values acquired from their social group attachment (Tajfel, 1981) are to enhance the equal and interchangeable relationship between social interpersonal, religious, political, and cultural statuses, overall consciousness raising among vulnerable teenagers regarding international communication, and strengthening the sense of belonging to the native culture, values and home patriotic identity. Significance of this study would be observed in two different procurements in English language learning and teaching. The first importance of this study would be related to EFL teachers. Teachers would contribute to the students' movement toward identity achievement, where they can get free from identity crisis and become more of decision makers with high self esteem and low anxiety-two major values of adjustment. Secondly, policy makers could benefit from this scale in planning operational curriculums and functional materials in Iranian educational system while taking the students identity statuses into granted, and as Waterman (1982) asserts, successful model figures_ both teachers and policy makers_ would contribute to the considerable meaningful commitments, decreasing the identity crisis, and exploring profitable identity content alternatives. The researchers acknowledge that this study confronted two major limitations. First, finding language learners with the exact age range of 15-18 in private English institutes was hard to accomplish and made us to apply the study among large number of participants. Second limitation was assigning two specific settings of public school and private English institutes. Therefore, to ensure the representation of the four identity statuses, other researchers would benefit from increasing the age range or changing the settings of the participants. Focusing on qualitative and quantitative analyses would be constructive in revealing the global interrelative correlation between social interpersonal, cultural, and political statuses. Finally, it would be advantageous to investigate the identity change of the participants in a longitudinal study considering their experiences, perceptions and late and matured values in their process of socialization, detachment or total adaptation.
